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January, 1918. After the sinking of the ship the body washed asbore
on Islay Island, Scotland, and was interred by the friendly people of
the coast. In August, 1920, the body was disinterred and brougbt to
Keokuk and laid away in tbe family lot in Oakland Cemetery, on Sep-
tember 5, witb military honors.
CHARLES W . MILLER was born in Buchanan County, Iowa, December
11, 1861, and died at his home in Waverly, October 6, 1915. When a small
child the family moved to Waverly, and thenceforth that was bis home.
He attended the public school to the grammar grade, but quit and com-
menced work in a printing office wben only a boy. In 1886 he bought
an interest in the Waverly Democrat and became its editor, and con-
tinued as such until 1911 wben he sold the paper. He was postmaster at
Waverly during Cleveland's second administration. In 1906 he was
eleeted representative and was regularly re-elected at eacb subsequent
election up to and including 1914, thus serving in the Thirty-second and
the four following general assemblies. In the Thirty-third he was the
Democratic candidate for speaker, and thereafter was recognized as the
Democratic leader of the house. He was a member of the Retrench-
ment and Reform Committee and advocated changes in the state govern-
ment in the way of economy. In 1904 he became a member of the
Democratic State Committee and in 1906 was its chairman. He was a
member of the National League for Medical Freedom, was active in its
work, spending considerable time at Washington, D. C, in the interest
of legislation the members of the league desired. He became president
of this organization and acquired a national reputation in that field of
activity. He was a talented newspaper writer and a forceful man in
every position he occupied.
BRIGADIER-GENERAL WILLIAM L . ALEXANDER was born at West Point,
Lee County, Iowa, September 11, 1843, and died at Pasadena, Califor-
nia, December 1, 1915. He was a student at Iowa Wesleyan College,
Mount Pleasant, when the Civil War commenced and enlisted as a private
in Company I, Thirtieth Iowa Infantry. In September, 1863, he was
promoted to first lieutenant and soon thereafter to captain, was aid-de-
camp to General Dennis, of Illinois, and later was on the staff of Major-
General Woods, of Ohio. After the war he removed to Chariton, Iowa, and
engaged in mercantile business. On September 1, 1878, Governor Gear
appointed him adjutant-general of Iowa. He was reappointed by Gov-
ernor Sherman and also by Governor Larrabee, serving until October,
1889, when he resigned to accept an appointment proffered him by
President Harrison as captain in the commissary department of the
United States Army. In this department he was promoted to major
on June 10, 1896, to lieutenant-colonel July 22, 1898, and to colonel in
1899. On July 27, 1903, he was made assistant commissiary generaj

